Krukenberg tumor from an occult appendiceal adenocarcinoid: a case report and review of the literature.
Appendiceal neoplasms with ovarian metastasis are rare. A 35-year-old woman with a left ovarian tumor underwent left salpingo-oophorectomy, partial resection of the right ovary, and a total hysterectomy. Pathological diagnosis of both ovaries was typical, Krukenberg tumor with signet-ring cells, and the second laparotomy revealed an occult appendiceal tumor to be the primary lesion. The appendix showed no evidence of malignant change of the mucosa, but the tumor cells were observed infiltrating from the basiglandular region into the underlying stroma, associated with mucocele. Although, argentaffin and argyrophil staining were negative, a few tumor cells showed immunohistochemical positivity for Chromogranin A. Accordingly, the tumor was diagnosed as adenocarcinoid rather than adenocarcinoma of the appendix. A review of the literature showed less than 40 cases of metastatic ovarian tumor from appendiceal primary, one-third of which were occult and could be detected at the second laparotomy. Cisplatin-based chemotherapy may have partial effect in the treatment of patient with adenocarcinoid tumor.